MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING

(*Including Closed Sessions)

MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

City Hall

 6:30 PM
Call to Order:  Mayor Ted Shaw called the meeting of the Moose Lake City Council to Order.  In addition to Mayor Ted Shaw, the following City Councilors were in attendance:  Curt Yort, Jim Michalski, Kris Huso and Michael Peterson.  

Also in attendance: City Administrator; Mark Vahlsing, Chief of Police; Bryce Bogenholm, Lois Johnson, Barney Hollis,  Ernie Muller, Leslie Evenson-Bakhtiari, Dan Benzie, Eddie Palkie, Tom Langen. 
Motion made by Councilor Huso to accept agenda, seconded by Councilor Peterson.  Motion carried.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion made by Councilor Michalski to accept consent agenda, seconded by Councilor Yort. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None. 
PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED BUSINESS
Riverside Authorize hiring Riverside Arena Manger. 
Administrator Vahlsing stated that three finalists for the Riverside Arena manager were interviewed on Thursday September 8.  Participating in the interview process was Councilor Huso, Moose Lake Hockey Association President Dan Benzie, and Administrator Vahlsing.  The interview committee recommended Guyal Nelson to be appointed by the Council to serve as Arena manager.  The recommend starting hourly wage would be $12.50 an hour.  
Motion by Councilor Yort to appoint Guyal Nelson as manager of Riverside Arena, Starting wage $12.50 an hour.   Seconded by Councilor Huso. Motion carried. 
City Personnel Policy.  No new information.  Revisions being made by City Attorney.  She is finalizing review of the draft personnel policy. 
Optical Switching Building – Northeast Service Cooperative Middle Mile Fiber Project.  No new information.  
Review 2011 wage budget adjustment for non-union employees and Department heads.  (City Administrator and Police Chief discussed in closed session below.)
Administrator Vahlsing informed the Council that a 2.5% wage increase to all full and regular part-time employees retroactive to July 1, 2011 would result in an overall increase to the 2011 budget of $8152. Administrator Vahlsing and Chief Bogenholm will be discussed separately due to employment agreements during closed session later in the Council meeting.
 NEW BUSINESS 
Summary of 2010 City Audit – Bart Rodberg McGladrey and Pullen provided a summary of the 2010 City Financial and Compliance Report (audit). Mayor Shaw thanked Administrator Vahlsing, Jean Hedin and Deb Mohelski for their involvement in this year’s audit and the Bond Rating Process. 
Review proposed application of MN Department of Natural Resources Parks and Trails Grant Program for Riverside Arena renovation project.  
Tom Langen requested that the City authorize the Moose Lake Hockey Association to submit a MN DNR grant application for $500,000 to assist in the Riverside Arena renovation project.  Mr. Langen discussed the application further.  The program requires a 10% City match which will be provided by utilizing previously approved funding sources. The application deadline is October 31, 2011.  A public hearing is required to be held by the City.  The hearing could be held by the Park Board or City Council.  Final action on the application can occur after the public hearing.  Mayor Shaw recommends the hearing be held by the City Council. 
Motion made by Councilor Huso to hold a public hearing on the proposed application of MN Department of Natural Resources Parks and Trails Grant Program for Riverside Arena renovation project at 6:00 pm. on Wednesday October 12, 2001, seconded by Councilor Michalski.  Motion carried. 
Review Draft Strategic Plan
Administrator Vahlsing explained that the main elements of the strategic plan are unchanged from the original draft that was developed in 2007.   The only major change to the current draft of the plan is the elimination of the Lodging tax goal.  After review and revisions by the Council, Administrator Vahlsing stated that he will be meeting with community stakeholder groups including (but not limited to) the Moose Lake Chamber of Commerce, Moose Lake Township, School Board, and the Kiwanis Club.  Further review by the Council will occur at the October meeting.
Update Corporate Authorization Resolution and appoint Mayor or Council member to review monthly financial summaries First National Bank Moose Lake.  
Mayor Shaw volunteered to review monthly financial summaries. 
Motion made that Mayor Shaw be appointed to review the monthly financial summaries by Councilor Peterson, seconded by Councilor Michalski. Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Michalski to Update Corporate Authorization Resolution. Seconded by Councilor Peterson Motion carried. 
Set maximum 2012 Levy and date for Truth in Taxation hearing. 
Administrator Vahlsing discussed the process to set the 2012 levy.  The proposed maximum levy must be submitted to the Carlton County Auditor by September 15, 2011.  He also reviewed options, and impacts for the 2012 levy.  He recommended not going above 5% for the maximum proposed levy for 2012 as local government aids will be the same level next year as 2011.  
Motion to set a 5% Levy increase at this time made by Councilor Yort, seconded by Councilor Peterson.  Motion carried. 
Motion to set the date of December 14, 2011 at 6 p.m. for the Truth in Taxation Hearing made by Councilor Michalski, seconded by Councilor Peterson. Discussion regarding date.   Motion amended by Councilor Michalski to set the hearing for December 7, 2011 at 6 p.m., seconded by Councilor Peterson.  Motion carried.  
Ordinance 155 Annexing three City-owned parcels abutting sewer ponds. 
The Council reviewed a memo from the City Attorney recommending that the City annex three parcels located in Silver and Moose Lake Townships.  These parcels are owned by the City and would be used for expansion of the sewer ponds in the future.  The annexation would need to be completed by ordinance.  When the annexation is approved, the property will require a zoning designation.  A Public Hearing and special joint meeting between the City Council and Planning Commission has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 27, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting will be to consider a zoning designation for the annexed area.  Silver and Moose Lake Townships will be notified of this special joint meeting by Administrator Vahlsing. The Council recommended that Administrator Vahlsing meet with Silver and Moose Lake Townships.  The annexation will be discussed further at the October Council meeting.
Pat Oman – Carlton County Economic Development.  Request for support to extend fiber to the Carlton County Airport. 
Carlton County Economic Development Director Pat Oman is requesting City support for his request to the Carlton County Board seeking approval to connect DSL to the Moose Lake-Carlton County Airport.  The DSL would be extended to the main building at the airport through the NESC Middle Mile Fiber project.   Pat is seeking input from the City to show regional support for the project.  The fiber extension would be paid by Carlton County.  Administrator Vahlsing recommend support for the project.
Motion made by Councilor Yort to recommend to Carlton County the connection of DSL to the Moose Lake-Carlton County Airport through the Middle Mile Fiber Project, seconded by Councilor Huso.  Motion carried. 
Review quote of Hardrives Inc. to mill and overlay a portion of 5th Street. 
Mayor Shaw requested that a quote be received from Hardrives Inc. to add mill and overlay to a portion of 5th Street to the previously approved project.  The estimated cost to mill and install 2” of pavement to 385’ of 5th street would be $10,087.50. 
Motion made by Councilor Peterson to accept this additional overlay portion of 5th Street, seconded by Councilor Huso.  Motion carried.  
Earl Ellen’s Park Pavilion – Soil Borings 
Administrator Vahlsing stated that soil borings were needed to determine a location for a new park pavilion as part of the Earl Ellen’s Park development.  The City received a quote for soil borings from Twin Ports Testing.  The borings would be taken along the Moosehead River to assist in the design and placement of a pavilion.  The Age to Age group would like to proceed with development of the pavilion yet this fall if possible.  The estimated cost to conduct two borings, soil testing and report development is $1724.  
Motion made by Councilor Peterson to accept the bid of Twin Ports Testing to do the borings at the Riverside Arena, seconded by Councilor Michalski.  Motion carried.  
Moose Lake/Willow River Football request for support – Rebel Supporter Sheet
The Rebel Football Boosters are seeking a donation from the City.  Administrator Vahlsing could not find that the City has previously donated to the Football Boosters.  In the past, the Council has approved donations to other community events and organizations in the range of $50-$300.  The Council requested that Administrator Vahlsing develop a policy regarding City donations.  Mayor Shaw recommended that the request be tabled at this time.
Motion made by Councilor Peterson for Administrator Vahlsing to look into developing a policy regarding city donations, seconded by Councilor Michalski.  Motion carried.  
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Police Department Report - Chief Bogenholm informed the Council that he attended a FEMA Emergency Management Training program in Maryland the last part of August.  He also informed the Council that 800 MHz Digital Armor radio systems will be required by 2013.  He has been working with Sheriff Kelly Lake on this project.  Sheriff Lake is planning on keeping the current analog system as backup.  
Councilor Yort asked Chief Bogenholm about three cars that were towed during Agate Days.  Concern is the cars that are parked on city streets for days, or weeks, without being moved.  Administrator Vahlsing asked how long a car can stay parked on a street without being moved. Chief Bogenholm stated as long as the car is registered it is legal. If it is not registered, has expired tabs or the vehicle is inoperable, vehicles can then be towed/ticketed.  Administrator Vahlsing recommends looking into the situation regarding developing an ordinance as to how long vehicles can be parked on city streets without being operated.  Councilor Peterson also had concerns about large trucks that are running or warming up

for an extended period of time, on city streets and not in an industrial area. Administrator Vahlsing will work with Chief Bogenholm to review options for parking regulations that could be discussed by the Council. 
Motion by Councilor Huso to go into Closed Session to:
– Review status of mediation for cost recovery of the past due billing balance with the Department of Corrections related to Wastewater system improvements. Closed session under M.S. 13 D.05, Sub. 3(b) Attorney Client privilege
-Review 2011 salary budget increases – City Administrator and Police Chief
Closed session motion seconded by Councilor Michalski. Motion Carried.
Mayor Shaw re-opened the regular City Council meeting
Motion by Councilor Michalski to approve 2.5% increase for all non-union full and regular part-time employees including the Police Chief and City Administrator retroactive to July 1, 2011. Second by Councilor 
Peterson.  Motion Carried
Motion by Councilor Yort to increase City Administrator Mark Vahlsing’s vacation to 20 days annually.  Second 
by Councilor Huso.  Motion Carried

Motion by Huso to adjourn City Council meeting.  Second by Michalski. Motion Carried
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Paula Danelski, Recorder
Revised by Mark Vahlsing

City Administrator
