MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, November 10, 2010 – 6:30 PM
Call to Order.  Mayor Ted Shaw called the meeting of the Moose Lake City Council to Order.  In addition to Mayor Ted Shaw the following City Councilors were in attendance:  Bill Carlson, Curt Yort, and Kris Huso.  City Councilors absent:  Beth Virden   Also in attendance was City Administrator Mark Vahlsing, Street Department Superintendent Spencer Skelton, Deb Mohelski Moose Lake Power and Light, Lois Johnson, Barney Hollis, Sue Benzie, Liquor Store Manager Mark Skelton, Eddie Jane Pelkey, Stanley Jensen, Allen Rose
Mayor Shaw requested that two items be added to the City Council Agenda.  


-Under correspondence -Councilor Yort would like to discuss unauthorized dumping at the City compost 
 
area


-Under new business City Administrator Vahlsing will update the City Council on a Request for 
Proposals from the Department of Administration concerning wastewater rates.

Motion by Huso to accept amended November 10, 2010 City Council agenda, second by Carlson and carried
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Yort to approve consent agenda with the addition of November 9, 2010 Fire District board meeting minutes. Second by Huso Motion Carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT
None
PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED BUSINESS  

City Draft Ordinance No 104 - Zoning Ordinance Re-codification – Set public hearing.
No Action taken

Proposed Ordinance 131A - Amending Nuisance Ordinance related to Sexual         

               
       Offender residency.
No Action Taken

Amendment to Windemere Sewer District Agreement
City Administrator Vahlsing updated the Council on the request of the Windemere Sewer District Board for the City to take over the Kenwood Ave. sewer line.  Questions were raised by the City Council at the October meeting as to the condition of the line.  The line was cleaned and televised by the Sewer District last year.  Former City Engineer Greg Stoewer and Tim Korby of LHB have indicated that the chances of backup have been greatly reduced since additional line capacity was installed in 2009. Tim Korby also has indicated  that there is no guarantee that the line would not back up, but that he was comfortable with the City taking on the line.   The City Attorney’s opinion was that the City Council’s original intent  was to accept the Kenwood line as part of the final agreement with the Sewer District.  The proposed addendum was simply needed to clarify the fact that the Kenwood Line would be the responsibility of the City. 

Motion by Yort to accept Kenwood Sewer Line contingent on verification of clean up of identified roots in line. Second by Carlson and Carried

Review Community Center Policies concerning rentals for sales.

Administrator Vahlsing discussed possible changes to the Community Center policies. Options discussed included not allowing private sales or only allowing residents of the city or township to use the facility for private sales. 
Motion by Carlson to amend the Community Center Policies to require residents of the City of Moose Lake or Moose Lake Township  to rent the facility for private sales. Second by Huso and carried.  The proposed change will be submitted to Moose Lake Township for final review.
Review possible increase to sewer/water rates

Administrator Vahlsing reviewed possible sewer rate increases and impacts. An increase is needed to help pay the debt service related to the wastewater expansion project.
Motion by Carlson to increase sewer rates 15% effective 1-1-2011 Second by Huso and 
carried.

Reschedule Municipal Liquor Store Public Hearing


Mayor Shaw stated that the liquor store public hearing would be re-scheduled for December 6, 2010 at 5:00 PM

NEW BUSINESS  

Request to install stop sign and traffic control signs on Jon Brown Drive. At              
     Clausen Ave. – Stanley N. Jensen

Administrator Vahlsing discussed a request by Stanley Jensen to install a stop sign on  
Jon Brown Drive at Clausen Drive. The police chief and street department director had reviewed the request and felt that the installation of a stop sign on the south side of Jon Brown Drive would cause a traffic hazard.   Stanley Jensen stated that there was heavy traffic and a large amount of speeding in the area.  He stated that many drivers were showing signs of aggressive driving and acting in a threading manner towards him.   Mayor Shaw suggested that additional signage be installed in the area including dangerous intersection ahead and Children at Play signs.

Councilor Huso suggested that a letter be sent to MSOP about traffic in the area and suggesting an alternative route that could be utilized by MSOP staff.
Councilor Carlson suggested that a letter also be sent to Mercy Hospital about the use of Jon Brown Drive.   

Benzie Properties LLC request for forfeiture release and extension for lots in Louis 1st Addition.  
Admimstator Vahlsing discussed a request by Benzie properties for the City to grant release of Forfeiture on Lot 6 and an Extension of Forfeiture for Lot 5 Louis 1st Addition.  The City attorney had drafted the release form which was discussed.

Motion by Huso, to grant release of Forfeiture on Lot 6 and Extension of Forfeiture on Lot 5 Louis 1st Addition – Benzie Properties L.L.C Second by Yort and carried

Cable Access Commission Issues for possible discussion 

Councilor Carlson updated the council on the need to review the Cable Franchise Agreement and a proposed cable rate increase.  He recommended that the Council send a letter not supporting the cable rate increase.  He also has concerns on the reduction in channels.  Mediacom has not responded to requests to meet with the City.
Motion by Yort to instruct the City Administrator to send a letter to object to the rate increase and reduced programming Second by Carlson and carried  

Set Special Council meetings to review proposed 2011 budget. 
The City Council set a special council meeting for November 23, 2010 at 5:00 PM and if needed December 6, 2010 at 6:00 PM to review the proposed 2011 City budget.
Status of Building Inspector 
The Council discussed the need for an interim building official.   Despite numerous attempts to contact him by phone and e-mail, the previous building official  Patrick Conery has not responded since mid-October.

Motion by Yort to appoint Duane Grace as interim Building Inspector and authorize the City Administrator to advertise for a permanent building inspector Second by Carlson and Carried.
Appoint Recycling Shed Coordinator, and Sewer/Water Laborer Positions 

Motion by Huso to appoint Phillip Tiderman  as the  Recycling Shed Coordinator.  Starting wage $8.25 per hour, and appoint, Philip Entner to the Sewer/Water Laborer Position. Starting wage $16.50 per hour. If Mr. Entner does not accept the position it will  be offered to the 2nd finalist.  Second by Carlson and carried

Canvass November 2, 2010 Municipal Election Results - Minnesota Secretary of State’s Office 

	 Precincts Reporting: 100.00% (1 of 1)
	 Last update was: 11/11/2010 2:40:41 PM
	 # Registered Voters:
as of 7AM 11-02-10: 851


	


	Results for the City/Township of 43954 - City of Moose Lake


	   MAYOR (Moose Lake)
	Totals
	Pct 
	 Graph

	Nonpartisan 
	TED SHAW 
	489
	98.00
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	Write-In 
	WRITE-IN** 
	10
	2.00
	[image: image2.png]




	   COUNCIL MEMBER (Moose Lake) (Elect 2)
	Totals
	Pct 
	 Graph

	Nonpartisan 
	WILLIAM (BILL) CARLSON 
	335
	41.31
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	Nonpartisan 
	MARK "BARNEY" HOLLIS 
	192
	23.67
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	Nonpartisan 
	CURT YORT 
	276
	34.03
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	Write-In 
	WRITE-IN** 
	8
	0.99
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	   COUNCIL MEMBER SPECIAL ELECTION (Moose Lake)
	Totals
	Pct 
	 Graph

	Nonpartisan 
	BETH VIRDEN 
	203
	42.38
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	Nonpartisan 
	JIM MICHALSKI 
	273
	56.99
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	Write-In 
	WRITE-IN** 
	3
	0.63
	[image: image9.png]





Motion by Huso to approve (canvass) results of  the 2010 Mayor and City Council Election as shown (above) by the Secretary of State’s office. Second by Yort and carried. 
Minnesota Department of Administration/Department of Corrections Request for Proposals Discussion


Administrator Vahlsing updated the council on a request for proposals that is being undertaken bythe State Department of Administration to determine if sewer use rates for the DOC and MSOP facilities are reasonable. The direction of the RFP is of great concern to the City of Moose Lake.  The DOC has not paid the 3rd quarter wastewater bill. City Administrator Vahlsing has followed up with the area legislators, the City engineer and attorney.  The state legislative delegation will attempt to set up a meeting with the Department of Corrections and a representative from the Governor’s office 
Mayor Shaw recommended that the City stop construction of the sewer project. Tim Korby City Engineer recommended that the City withdraw support of the MSOP sewer line extension 

Motion by Huso to instruct the City Administrator to write a letter to DOC that states the following: 

-That construction may be delayed on the sewer expansion project and

- That the City will withdraw support of MPCA permit and will not accept any flow from the MSOP expansion project until further notice. Second by Carlson motion carried
Councilor Yort expressed concern with garbage, construction debris and other items that are being dumped illegally at the City compost site.  He asked that residents and others be aware of what they are dumping at the compost site. 

Motion by Yort to contribute the  same amount as 2010 to the Post Prom Committee for the 2011 post prom event. Second by Huso and carried.
Motion by Yort to contribute $300.00 to  the Moose Lake Football Boosters Second by Yort and carried Councilor Huso Abstained.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Carlson, Second by Huso to adjourn City Council meeting at 8:40 PM. 

.
