MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARING

JOINT SPECIAL MEETING

MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL

MOOSE LAKE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

City of Moose Lake, Minnesota

Monday, May 12, 2008

AUTMUN RIDGE ESTATES - FRONT YARD SETBACK ‘VARIANCE’ 

(
Call to Order.
Mayor Ted Shaw called the May 12, 2008, Public Hearing and Joint Special Meeting of the Moose Lake City Council and the Moose Lake Planning Commission to Order, at or about, 5:30 p.m.  Mayor Shaw asked those in attendance to join with the City Council and the Planning Commission in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  In addition to Mayor Shaw, the following City Councilors were in attendance:  Bill Carlson, Curt Yort and Kris Huso.  City Councilors absent:  John Unzen.  In addition to Mayor Ted Shaw, the following Moose Lake Planning Commissioners were in attendance:  Chairperson Bill Hayden, Greg Sarvela, Curt Yort and Cindy Kaspszak.   Commissioners Absent:  None.  Also in attendance was City Administrator David Talbot, Jr., who also serves as the City Zoning Administrator.

(
New Business.



1. Autumn Ridge Estates - Request for Front Yard Setback ‘Variance’.   City/Zoning Administrator Talbot stated that the City was in receipt of an application and the requisite fees from Autumn Ridge Estates requesting a ‘Front Yard Setback Variance’ which if approved would allow for the construction of a two (2) unit Townhome on Lot 2, Block 1, of Louis Second Addition.  Mr. Jason Benzie, representing Autumn Ridge Estates appeared before the members of the Moose Lake City Council and Moose Lake Planning Commission and stated that the subject lot is presently zoned as R-2 Multi-family Residence District and therefore, no ‘conditional use permit’ was required to facilitate construction.  As evidenced by the materials submitted by representatives of Autumn Ridge Estates, the same floorplan and building design that was used for similar units constructed on Talbot Drive in Louis Addition would be used for the proposed second development in Louis Second Addition.  Members of the Moose Lake City Council and the Moose Lake Planning Commission commented on the quality of the development that has been done on Talbot Drive, and the quality of construction of the first unit constructed on Jon Brown Drive and felt comfortable and confident that Mr. Benzie would do the same with this second, neighboring development.  As was the case with the Lot 1 development, once the developer began clearing the site it was determined that the location of the roadway had been placed as such that the location of the proposed development would look out of place in that it would not be in line with the roadway.  Therefore, to square the building with the roadway, the applicant is requesting that the ‘front yard setback’ be reduced to twenty [20] feet as indicated in the site plan submittal.  Chairperson Hayden, who also is a registered surveyor and not the one of record for the development stated that the roadway is within the public right of way, and it was positioned to maximize the use of land, to avoid any wetlands and to save as many hardwood trees as possible.  

With that being said, and given the fact that no one from the public appeared to speak at the Public Hearing, Chairperson Bill Hayden called for a Motion.  Under a Motion being made by Planning Commissioner Greg Sarvela, and with a second to the Motion being made and offered by Planning Commissioner Curt Yort, the matter was presented for a vote.  The question was then called and the Motion to approve a ‘Front Yard Setback Variance’ to twenty [20] feet as requested by Autumn Ridge Estates to build a two (2) unit Townhome on Lot 2, Block 1, Louis Second Addition, was approved unanimously via voice vote [5-0]. 

(
Announcements.
City/Zoning  Administrator Talbot reported that the next Regular Meeting of the Moose Lake City Council is scheduled for Wednesday, May 14, 2008, at 6:30 p.m., in the City Council/Town Board Chambers, Moose Lake Area Civic and Community Center; and, if needed, the next Regular Meeting of the Moose Lake Planning Commission is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27, 2008, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Council/Town Board Chambers, Moose Lake Area Civic and Community Center.

(
Adjournment.
There being no further business to come before the Moose Lake City Council, Mayor Shaw called for a Motion to Adjourn the Monday, May 12, 2008, Public Hearing and Joint Special Meeting of the Moose Lake City Council.  A Motion to Adjourn was introduced by City Councilor Kris Huso, and a second to the Motion to Adjourn was made and offered by City Councilor Bill Carlson.  Approved unanimously via voice vote.  [4-0].  A Motion to Adjourn the Moose Lake Planning Commission was introduced by Commissioner Cindy Kaspszak and a second to the Motion was made and offered by Commissioner Greg Sarvela.  Approved unanimously via voice vote.  [5-0].   Meeting adjourned by Mayor Ted Shaw and Chairperson Bill Hayden.

Respectfully submitted,

David R. Talbot, Jr.

City Administrator


