MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL





Wednesday, June 9th, 2010
(
CALL TO ORDER.  Mayor Ted Shaw called the Wednesday, June 09, 2010 Regular 
Meeting of the Moose Lake City Council to Order.  After calling the meeting to Order, 
Mayor Shaw asked those in attendance to join with the City Council in reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  In addition to Mayor Shaw the following City Councilors were in 
attendance:  Bill Carlson, Curt Yort, Kris Huso and Beth Virden.  Also in 
attendance were Assistant City Administrator Jean Hedin., and Moose Lake Power [Water 
and Light] Commission Office Manager Deb Mohelski. 


Upon being seated, Mayor Shaw asked if there were any additions or changes to the Agenda that members of the City Council or the Administration wished to present at this time.   Mayor Ted Shaw stated that he had a few additions for informational purposes of the Council along with handouts.  Mayor Shaw then entertained a Motion to approve the Agenda.  Under a Motion being made by City Councilor Curt Yort, and with a second to the Motion being made and offered by City Councilor Kris Huso, the Agenda was approved as amended unanimously via voice vote.  [5-0]. 
(
MINUTES.   Mayor Shaw  reported that the Official Minutes from the May 12, 2010,   
Regular Meeting, Moose Lake City Council,  were presented and awaiting the 

Council’s approval.  Mayor Shaw also went on to state that the Minutes 
from the May

10th, 2010 Regular Water and Light Meeting, the April 13, 2010, Moose Lake Fire 

Protection District, and the May 17th, 2010 Carlton County EDA Minutes are presented

to update the City Council about the operations of the City’s Electric Utility 
Enterprise Fund, the Fire Protection District and the Carlton County EDA and 
do not

need to be approved by formal action of the City Council.

A Motion was made by Kris Huso with a second to the Motion being made and introduced
by Beth Virden, the aforementioned delineated Minutes were approved, if and when 
required.  Approved unanimously via voice vote.  [5-0].  
(
Consent Agenda Adoption.  Mayor Shaw offered the adoption of the Consent Agenda 
for the June 9th, 2010, Regular Meeting of the Moose Lake City Council under a single 
Motion from the floor, which includes acceptance of the Accounts Payable for June,  
the Financial Statements and the Municipal Liquor Store – Profit and Loss Statement for 
the Month of May.  Under a Motion made by Councilor Huso, with a second 
to the

Motion being made and introduced by Councilor Virden the Consent 
Agenda was

adopted and was approved unanimously via voice vote.  [5-0]  
(
PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS & PRESENTATION OF CLAIMS


None
(
REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

A.
Reports of Officials or Officers


Mayor Shaw gave the Background on a Lodging Tax.  He explained that this 


would be a good Idea to help pay for the Moose Lake Area Chamber and also 


Advertising for the Area.


Pat Oman Carlton County Economic Director was present and explained that 


95 % of these taxes that are generated go directly to your Visitors Bureau to 


Market and Advertize.  He explained that Cloquets lodging tax generates 



about $45,000.00 per year.  The Council would have to first set up an Ordinance 


and the tax would only be on Hotels, Motels or Campgrounds in the city limits.  



Scott Williams from the Moose Lake Motel was present and explained that he 


could lose business to Sturgeon Lake and Barnum who won’t have this tax.  His 


main customers are construction workers and they won’t want to pay more.  Mayor 

Shaw explained that on a 60.00 bill the tax would be $1.80 and he questioned if 


anyone would even notice.  Williams felt that the tax would be a burden that 


would be carried by 2 or 3 businesses.  Mayor Shaw then asked the Council for 


direction.  Yort would like to move ahead and continue to pursue this; Carlson 


doesn’t think we can separate the City and Lodging tax he doesn’t want to move 


ahead with this.
  Mayor Shaw felt they should wait to hear about the Sales Tax.



Randy Lasky from Northspan was present to give the Council information on how 

to set up a Special City Tax.  These funds could only be used for Road Repairs,  


the Park system and the Library and unlike the Lodging tax this tax would require  

a Bill and authorization from the legislature.  Lasky further explained that a 


referendum is not always required but sometimes the legislature wants an advisory 

Referendum.  If  not possible to get on the November ballot you could do a special 

election later.  These bills usually have a sunset provision.  He explained that if the 

Council went with ½ a percent it could amount to $ 95,292.00 
if they went with 

1% it could raise $190,500.00.  Huso wants to review the information they



were given.  Yort wants to check to see when the latest we could get on the 


November Ballot is and also wants to look at the amount of unalloted Local 


Government Aid.  Mayor Shaw explained that this tax was a part of the Strategic 


plan that was discussed by the Council which has been dropped due to the death of 

the City Administrator and other pressing business.  Mayor Shaw would like to 


meet with the whole Council and finish the goals and objectives.  Hopefully a new 

City Administrator will be in place by July and the Council can move forward.



Councilor Yort would like to contact the State and get a 2 way exit at both freeway 

entrances. 



Councilor Huso would like the new City Administrator to be aware of their 


priorities soon after he is hired. 



Councilor Carlson would like to congratulate Chris Maddy from Northspan for all 

his work on the Broadband Stimulus Grant.  The City of Moose Lake is on the top 

of the list and he will keep the council updated.




Mayor Shaw updated the council on the Hiring Process for the New city 



Administrator.  There are 5 finalists who are scheduled for interviews on Saturday, 

June 12th.  One of the finalists has a family emergency and he wanted to know if 


the Council wants to reschedule his interview or just interview the 4 other finalists.    


The  Council’s consensus was that they would like to interview all 5 finalists.  A 


Special Meeting will be set up to interview the last candidate on Thursday, June 


17th at 6:00 p.m.


Barney Hollis was present to discuss the Girl Scouts Bronze Award Camper Cabin 

that was denied by the Council.  Mr. Hollis felt that the Park Board had authority 


to authorize the building of the Cabin as long as the Building Inspector approved 


the plans.  He referenced the Park Board Ordinance Number 128A, Section 3, 


Subdivision 3.  Councilor Huso felt this was a conflict of interest on Mr. Hollis’ 


part as his daughter was the one making the request and he is a member of the Park 

Board.  Councilor Yort felt in reading the Ordinance it reflected that the Park 


Board may act with the consent of the Council which they did not have. The Park 

Boards function is to make recommendations to the Council.   




Mayor Shaw suggested that the Council read the ordinance and have this as an 


agenda item next month and approve or deny this.


Councilor Carlson has looked at this site and it is a designated tenting area.  He 


also felt the Council has control over what is built on City Property.



After more discussion Mayor Shaw asked the Council to look at the site again and 

the Park Board Ordinance and have this as an agenda item in July.



Todd Kneeland, President of the Park Board was present to explain a letter he had 

written to the Council asking that they request that the City Councilor who is 


sitting on the Park Board  attend their meetings or appoint someone who could 


attend. Councilor Virden explained that she did not know that she was required to 

attend every meeting and she would make every effort to attend as many as she



could.  
B.
Department Directors


Greg Stoewer City Engineer presented the Council with the Monthly Project 


Status Report and explained Change orders 1-3 and Minor Work Order 11. 

Stoewer also explained that the EPA has objected to our wetlands Mitigation but 


hopefully this can be worked out with the PCA as they are the ones who told us 


where to put the ponds.  We have had meetings with the landowners and earnest 


money has been put down on the properties.  Councilor Yort asked if we are still 


within budget for this project.  Stoewer said we are 5% over budget.  He has 


forwarded all Change orders to PFA.  A Motion was offered by Councilor Huso, 


with a second being made by Councilor Virden to approve Change Orders 1-3 


and Minor Work Order number 11 as presented. Approved unanimously via 


voice vote.  [5-0]    

There was not a City Attorney - Monthly Report for June.

Police Chief Bryce Bogenholm was present to further explain Administrative 
Traffic 
Citations:  Resolution 10-06-01 as there were some concerned citizens 
who felt that this would mean that the Police Department would be writing more 
tickets just to 
collect more money.  Chief Bogenholm explained that this 
would not be the case.   It would be a friendlier system as it would not tie up 
the court system and more fine money would go to the city.  They would 
also not 
have this appear on their Driving record and it would not affect 
their 
insurance 
rates.  Hinckley has this system and has an average of 12-15 citations a month. 
Hinckley has very few people request an appeal.   Councilor Yort was concerned 
as to who would be 
collecting and processing these 
fines.  Chief Bogenholm 
explained that the DMV could collect the fine money.  A Motion was 
introduced by Councilor Huso with a 
second being offered by Councilor Yort to 
approve Resolution 10-06-01 
Administrative Traffic Citations as presented. [A 
copy of this Resolution is on file 
in the City Administrative Offices.] Approved 
unanimously via voice vote [5-0]

The City Council was also in receipt of the Monthly Crime Activity Report for 
the City of Moose Lake for their information.

Moose Lake Area Fire Protection District – Run Report [April] and a 5 Year 
Plan was presented to the Council for their information.

City Gardener – Bonnie Mackin was present to discuss Tree Replacement and 
Chamber Garden suggestions.  Ms. Mackin gave her suggestion of replacing trees 
that are dying with American Linden and Red Maples.  She explained that the  
American Maple is a slow growing tree it reaches 15-20 feet high.  She also 
explained that American Lindens grow about 40 feet high and are a Pyramid 
shaped tree, these are used a lot in boulevards.  They grow fast and have a nice 
flower.  The Council directed Ms. Mackin to replace 10 of the dying trees this fall.  
The Council also discussed setting up a Memorial Tree program.  People would 
donate money for Trees  and have a Memorial plaque with the person’s name on 
it 
next to the tree that was donated.  Ms. Mackin stated she would be happy to set

this up.  It was also suggested that we could put this on the City’s web site.  

Ms. Mackin also gave her suggestion to do nothing at the Chamber site.  She felt 
that people are used to seeing the control boxes and the cost and labor to maintain 
this site would be hard to justify.  The Council agreed with Ms. Mackin and 
decided to leave the Chamber site as is.   The Council thanked Ms. Mackin and 
complimented her and her crew on the City Gardens.


Assistant City Administrator Jean Hedin presented the council with a memo in 
regard to Increase of annual carryover of Vacation Hours.  Ms. Hedin explained


that 
the Personnel Ordinance only allows for a carryover of 5 days or 40 hours

of vacation time and due to the fact that the Personnel ordinance is outdated and

the City is short staffed and it is hard for employees to take time off she requested

that the Council increase the carryover of vacation time to 10 days or 80 hours.


After 
discussion a Motion was introduced by Councilor Yort with a second

being offered 
by Councilor Huso to allow employees to carry over 80 hours or

10 days of vacation time through the year 2011.   If a new personnel policy is 

not completed then revert back to the original policy and adhere to that.

Approved unanimously via voice vote [5-0]


Ms. Hedin explained the second part of her memo in regard to the City’s 
Contract 

with Northspan to apply for a Broadband Grant.  The City had entered into a 


contract with Northspan to apply for the Broadband Stimulus grant with the City 


and the Water and Light each Paying 50% of this contract at a total cost of $6000
              
Northspan was to inform the Water and Light if the contract was going to go over



that amount.    Due to the death of City Administrator David Talbot, Chris Maddy    


from Northspan was put in charge of administrating this grant and has gone above 
and beyond the scope of the contract.  Deb Mohelski, Office Manager from the 
Water and Light was also present and explained the extra work Chris Maddy put 
into this application.  Motion by Councilor Virden, with a second being offered by 
Councilor Yort with a comment that we need a second contract with Northspan to 
get us through this application so we know where we are at, to approve the 
payment to Northspan in the amount of $7,270.01 contingent upon the approval of 
the Water and Light Board.  Approved unanimously via voice vote [5-0]
(
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

City Personnel Policy
[no action to be taken]


City Ordinance No 104 - Zoning Ordinance Recodification Draft Ordinance 

has been completed for Planning Commission and City Council Review.  Assistant 
City Administrator Jean Hedin informed the council that packets have been prepared 
and delivered to the Council and Planning Commission.  Mayor Shaw would like to move 
on this and set up a joint City Council and Planning Commission meeting.  This would be 
the July Meeting.  The council would like to wait until a new City Administrator is in place 
to go over this.

Acceptance and Maintenance of Cherry Street [No Action Taken]  

(
NEW BUSINESS  


Adding Streetlights on Jon Brown and Talbot Drive was discussed by the 



Council.    Deb Mohelski will set up a Power point presentation meeting 
with two of the vendors of Street Lights for as many of the Council 
members that can attend.



Councilor Bill Carlson gave the council an update on the New Siren. As 
of right now he has no estimated time of arrival but it will be in place as 
soon as possible.  In an emergency situation the contingency plan 
would be to have the Police and Fire Department drive through town 



using their PA systems to warn the citizens.  
(
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were given to the Council for their information:  

Active Living Coalition meeting minutes. Moose Lake Area Chamber – Fourth of July Celebration schedule of events and DSGW – Project Understanding – Riverside Arena and Earl Ellen Park Master 
Plan
(
ANNOUNCEMENTS  


The following announcements of upcoming meetings were read for the public’s 
information:


Special Meeting – Moose Lake City Council –City Administrator Interviews


Saturday, June 12th @ 8:00 a.m., Moose Lake City Council/Town Board Chambers 

Regular Meeting - Moose Lake Planning Commission [if needed].  Tuesday, June 22,
2010, @ 5:00 p.m., Moose Lake City Council/Town Board Chambers

Regular Meeting - Moose Lake City Council.  Wednesday, July 14, 2010 @ 6:30 

p.m., Moose Lake City Council/Town Board Chambers.


Age to Age Meeting with Architect June 29th, 2010, Moose Lake School 


6:00 p.m., Notices will be sent 
(
ADJOURNMENT


A Motion was introduced by Councilor Huso with a second being offered by 
Councilor Virden to Adjourn.  Meeting Adjourned.
Jean Hedin

Assistant City Administrator
