MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING

MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL
Wednesday, April 20, 2011

5:00 PM

Call to Order.  Mayor Shaw called the special meeting of the Moose Lake City Council to order.  In addition to Mayor Shaw, the following City Councilors were in attendance:  Bill Carlson, Curt Yort, Jim Michalski and Kris Huso.   

Also in attendance: City Administrator Mark Vahlsing, City Attorney Marguerite Doran, Tim Wedin LHB Engineering.  Lois Johnson, Arrowhead –Leader Newspaper, Kurt Soderberg, Darla Hall, Joan Strandlie, Moose Lake Windemere Sewer District.. 

Mayor Shaw stated that the purpose of the special meeting was to discuss the status of outstanding wastewater billing with the MN Department of Corrections.  
Councilor Yort emphasized that the DOC and MSOP had attended meetings in 2006 and presented information to the City on population and staff growth and corresponding flow numbers over the next 20-30 years.  It should be conveyed to the State that their representatives were present at meetings reviewing the city’s wastewater expansion plans. 
Councilor Yort asked if a rate study was completed in 2006.  

Administrator Vahlsing stated that there was not a rate study completed as part of the wastewater facility plan.

Mayor Shaw stated that it was the job of the City Administrator to review rates annually.

Councilor Yort asked what a rate study would cost? 

Kurt Soderberg discussed a past rate study that had been completed on behalf of the Sewer District.   The cost of that study was $10,000.
Councilor Yort asked how the proposed rates stack up against Rush City.  

Tim Wedin – The quarterly rate for Rush City was $34,000 compared to Moose Lake which is $36,000.

Councilor Huso- If DOC pays $12.50 per 1000 gallons in Sturgeon Lake for the Willow River facility why won’t they pay $9.50 in ML?

Administrator Vahlsing stated this question has been conveyed repeatedly to the state.  

Councilor Yort asked what the rate difference was between what the Study recommended and what the City had billed.
Administrator Vahlsing stated the study recommended a rate of  $6.83 per 1000 gallons versus the $9.25 rate that the City has charged DOC. 

Mayor Shaw stated that if the wastewater expansion project is cancelled the MN Pollution Control Agency may not allow the City to construct additional lagoons at a later date.  
Councilor Carlson stated that the City did ask the DOC/MSOP representatives at the April 8 meeting if the findings of the wastewater rate study was their final position on financial obligations. DOC said that it was not their final position.

 Motion to go into closed session at 6:00 PM by Yort second by Michalski. Motion Carried 
Closed Session

Motion by Huso to re-open the council meeting. Second by Michalski at 7:40 P.M.
Motion by Huso to engage Jim Strommen - Kennedy and Graven law firm to represent the City in the collecting past due balance for wastewater billing.  Will also represent the City in future meeting with the MN Department of Corrections and DHS/MSOP. Second by Michalski. Motion Carried.
Motion by Michalski to appoint Mayor Shaw and Administrator Vahlsing to represent the City in any future meetings with the Department of Corrections concerning wastewater billing.  Councilor Yort will serve as an alternate. Second Huso.  Motion carried.

Motion by Yort to adjourn meeting at 7:45 p.m. Second by Michalski. Motion Carried 
Submitted by:

Mark Vahlsing

City Administrator

