MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING
MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 

City Hall

 6:30 PM Regular Meeting
Including Closed Session
Call to Order:  Mayor Ted Shaw called the meeting of the Moose Lake City Council to Order.  In addition to Mayor Ted Shaw, the following City Councilors were in attendance:  Curt Yort, Jim Michalski, and Kris Huso.  Absent Council member, Michael Peterson.  

Also in attendance: City Administrator; Mark Vahlsing, Chief of Police; Bryce Bogenholm, Lois Johnson, Eddie Palkie, Mark Skelton, Barney Hollis, Veronica Fenice, Larry Peterson, Todd Kneeland, Peggy Lundberg’, Greg Evenson, Steve Wesley. 
CALL TO ORDER
Motion made by Councilor Michalski to accept agenda, seconded by Councilor Huso.  Motion carried.  
6:30 pm Public Hearing – Municipal Liquor Store Losses 2007-2010

Administrator Vahlsing stated that the purpose of the public hearing is to gain input from community members into the losses incurred by Moose Lake Municipal Liquor Store for the fiscal years 2007-2010.  The Public hearing is required by the State if a municipal liquor operation loses money in two of any three year period.   
Larry Peterson addressed the council that from a cash flow perspective the Muni does it make enough to pay the debt service.  From a banker’s perspective he recommends there be a 2-3 year plan devised to come up with the numbers for future goals for revenue. 
Motion made by Councilor Huso to close the public hearing, seconded by Councilor Yort.  Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Michalski to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Councilor Yort. Motion carried.  
PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment received

PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED BUSINESS
Optical Switching Building – Northeast Service Cooperative Middle Mile Fiber Project.  
No new information 
Review Draft Strategic Plan 
Administrator Vahlsing stated that he had met with different organizations and surrounding townships to present the draft strategic plan. He stated that he has not received a lot of comment, the feedback that has been received has been positive.   He will continue to meet with groups and government organizations over the next few months. 
Motion made by Councilor Huso to accept Strategic Plan, seconded by Councilor Michalski. Motion carried. 
Request for proposals for 2012 Audit and General engineering services
The City received four responses for 2012 audit services. The Audit RFP committee discussed and reviewed the four proposals.  Further is information is being sought from some the firms that submitted proposals.  Administrator Vahlsing will come back in January with a recommendation from the audit committee.

The City received 11 responses for 2012 engineering services.  The Engineering RFP Committee recommended five firms to be interviewed by the Council.  The recommended firms are: LHB, Short Elliot, Hendrickson (SEH),  Stantec, Bolton-Menk and Benchmark Engineering. Mayor Shaw stated that he would like the interviews to occur after the January Council meeting.  A special meeting would be scheduled in late January, 2012.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Friends of Animals Humane Society – Request for increase to 2012 Animal Control Contract.  
Karen Brummer, Executive Director on the humane society reviewed the proposed 2012 contract for animal pick-up in the City.   A $75 per animal pick up charge was added to the 2012 contract.  She stated that there may be options to reduce the $75 pick-up charge.   City officials or Police department personnel could conduct pick up and transport.  Ms Brunner requested a map of the city limits to help facilitate pick up locations inside the city limits.  
Mayor Shaw commented that the $75 may not be that devastating considering the time and gas charge that would be incurred for city officials to transport these animals, which may also be flea infested or harmful. Administrator Vahlsing stated that pick-up must come from a city official or the police department. 
Moose Lake Park Board – Update on 2011 activities
Todd Kneeland, Chair of Park Board, updated the Council on the activities of the park Board in 2011 it was a busy year in the City parks with concerts and activities.  Mr. Kneeland stated that feedback he has received has been very positive this year.  School students have been (once a month) helping with projects within the park, i.e. staining the playground equipment, raking leaves, etc. The Park Board is working with the City Administrator to develop a plan to renovate Roy Peterson Park.  Grant funding will be sought to assist with funding the park improvements 
League of Minnesota Cities Memo – Public Purpose Expenditures and development of a City donation policy. 
Administrator Vahlsing stated that he had looked into developing a policy for City donations to events and organizations.  A League of MN Cities memo regarding public expenditures was distributed to the Council.  Administrator Vahlsing stated that he did not recommend a specific written policy for Council donation be developed at this time.  Rather the Council should consider every request on an individual basis.  Councilor Yort recommended that requests for donations that come to the City be reviewed by the City Administrator for compliance with State law prior to submitting to the Council. 

REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Police Department Report – 
Chief Bogenholm has been working with the DNR on options for deer control in the City limits.  The DNR conducted a study and determined that a permit could be issued for the harvesting of up to ten deer. The fees for processing the harvested deer would be approximately $75/deer.  Any costs including processing would be incurred by the City.  The Council raised questions on the need to harvest deer in the City.  Comment made if the deer are really a nuisance in the City. Mayor Shaw stated that he has talked to citizens that feel that deer are a great nuisance.  Mayor Shaw recommends Chief Bogenholm look into the city wide hunt for next year. 
Request for letter of support – Riverside Hockey Arena expansion project – 2012 State Bonding Bill request. 
Administrator Vahlsing stated that the Governor is currently looking at projects to include in the bonding bill that goes to the Legislature. If any Council members want to send any letters of support it will help with this request.  
Motion by Yort to go into closed session, Second by Huso.  Motion Carried

Closed Session: 

Review status of mediation for cost recovery of the past due billing balance with the Department of Corrections related to Wastewater system improvements. And
Review status of Contract with RJS Construction for expansion of wastewater plant.  Closed session under M.S. 13 D.05, Sub. 3(b.) Attorney Client privilege. City Attorney Doran
Motion by Michalski to go back into open session.  Second by Yort.  Motion Carried

ADJOURN 
Motion by Huso, Second by Yort to adjourn regular council meeting.
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