MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

MOOSE LAKE CITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 
City Hall

 6:30 PM
Call to Order:  Mayor Ted Shaw called the meeting of the Moose Lake City Council to Order.  In addition to Mayor Ted Shaw, the following City Councilors were in attendance:  Bill Carlson, Curt Yort, Jim Michalski and Kris Huso.  

Also in attendance was: City Administrator, Mark Vahlsing; Chief of Police, Bryce Bogenholm, Marguerite Doran, Ernie Mueller, Dan Benzie, Barney Hollis, Eddie Palkie, Greg Sarvela, Jim Benson, Dean Paulson, Stan Jensen, Leslie Evenson-Bakhtiari, Lois Johnson, Deb Mohelski, Mark Skelton, Lisa Cekalla, Bonnie Mackin. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Motion by Councilor Carlson to accept agenda with changes/additions, seconded by Councilor Michalski. Motion carried. 
CONSENT AGENDA

 Motion by Councilor Huso to accept consent agenda, seconded by Councilor Michalski. Motion carried. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
· Councilor Carlson – many of the items on agenda are linked together. Requesting Administrator Vahlsing show the whole structure for the City in future. 
· -Presentation by City Attorney on open meeting and data practice law requirements for Public Officials.
Purpose of open meeting law is to protect public, the public’s right to be informed and allow to ask questions and provide input.  There are penalties for failure to abide by open meeting law.  City Council and all Public Boards have to abide by the open meeting law. 
PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED BUSINESS  

Update on wastewater billing dispute, – Minnesota Department of Corrections 
· Discuss options in response to DOC Rate Study. City Attorney. Meeting with representatives of DOC and DHS. Margeurite Doran spoke – 3 proposals; special committee to study the rates, also to study special group to meet about what the rates should be, special group to meet about the capital improvement cost, third special group to consider whether we should scale back on the pond plan or continue as presently proposed.  Asked for proposal in writing and give to City Council and give direction as to how to proceed.  Will need to send written response back after Special meeting.  Need to bring to City to get approval of what next step would be.  Mayor Shaw recommends meeting as a whole council. Discussed closed versus open meeting. LHB will also be invited to this meeting as may need specific engineer questions to be answered.  Special Meeting will need to be posted for 3 days – this meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20, 2011 – 5 p.m. 
City Personnel Policy. No new information. Revisions being made by City Attorney. 
Mlaskoch Excavating – No action

Optical Switching Building – Northeast Service Cooperative Middle Mile Fiber Project 

· PowerPoint presentation by Councilor Carlson on the Technology Park and Community Broadband Fiber Ring.  Optical Transport Network and Network Operating Center. We are in the midst of a negotiation and awaiting a contract to be submitted.  Community will continue to be updated as project unfolds. Motion by Councilor Yort  to allow Water and Light to continue to move forward, seconded by Councilor Michalski. Motion carried. 
 Pending Agreements:  No new information
1. Cable Franchise Agreement

2. Water Tower Lease Agreement

3. Pole Attachment Agreement

4. NESC Network Service Agreement 

Status of Local Option Sales Tax Request and LGA Formula Modification Bills.  
· Administrator Vahlsing recommends Council may want to think about a Referendum at some time in the future.  Senate Republicans would like to see a Referendum where a community passes this type of request before it comes to the Senate.  Senator Lourey is working on the draft of the LGA Bill.  
NEW BUSINESS  

Update on Earl Ellens Park & Riverside Arena Renovation Project – Dan Benzie and Ernie Mueller.  
· Asking for Council approval to use the Moose Lake logo. Council consents to use of the logo.  Phase 1 basically completed.  Phase 2 will be October-November. Phase 3 will start in September of 2012 through September of 2013.  Projecting September of 2013 to have building dedication.  With consent of use of the Moose Lake logo, fundraising will now begin.  Needing City to propose Resolution of Support for $600,000 in State bonding request in 2012 to Senator Lourey and Representative Hilty.  Motion made by Councilor Michalski for Resolution of State bonding, seconded by Councilor Carlson. Motion carried.  Motion made by Councilor Yort seconded by Councilor Huso approving the use of DSGW Architects to conduct assessment of condition of mechanicals at Riverside Area.  Motion carried.  Motion by Councilor Huso, seconded by Councilor Michalski to allow Hockey Association to remove old warming house building.  Motion carried. 
Review Park Arena Director Job Description. 
· Would manage all park operations which are currently managed by three separate persons; park, campground, arena. Reviewed by Park Board and will be brought back to them for further discussion and then presented to Council for approval.  Mayor Shaw foresees having a person in this position will be very beneficial and necessary for all the changes that are happening with new arena project and activities taking place in the park.  Job description will be rewritten to propose more of a managerial position. Input needs to be given to Administrator Vahlsing to help build this job description.  
Authorize purchase of Point of Sale system for Municipal Liquor Store 
· Presented by Lisa Cekalla, Chamber.  Lisa recommends going with General Store Point of Sale Service; will help to keep inventory of store, see how sales are at any point in time. Motion by Councilor Huso, seconded by Councilor Michalski to accept recommendation to accept General Store Point of Sales. Motion carried.  

2011 Farmers Market – Donna LeKander, Carlton County - Operational Guidelines              and request for Resolution of Support.   Council will continue to review and will be put on agenda for May. 
Discuss replacement of lawn tractor – Bonnie Mackin. 
· Tractor is 24 years old and requiring a lot of maintenance. Quotes from Moose Lake Implement. Administrator Vahlsing recommends leasing the lawn tractor without the snow blower attachment due to the budget. Motion made by Councilor Huso to lease the John Deere X540 tractor and look into the snow blower at a later date, seconded by Councilor Carlson.  Motion passed.  

Moose Lake Chamber of Commerce 
· Request for Council consideration of Lodging tax.  Will bring this agenda item back next month with more information, discussion and approval. Consensus from Council. 
· Funding request - Easter Egg Hunt – April 23, 2011 Motion by Councilor Huso, seconded by Councilor Michalski to donate $50 to Easter Egg Hunt. Motion carried.  
· Approval for beer garden at Muni – July 1 & 2, 2011 
Motion by Councilor Yort to approve beer garden, seconded by Councilor Huso. Motion carried.  
Police Chief – Update on the status of annual review and employment agreement renewal. 
Administrator Vahlsing will bring completed performance evaluation for police chief to the May Council meeting
Purchase of additional skate park equipment. Barney Hollis updated.  
· Used skate park equipment offered for $1 purchase.  Councilor Yort recommends the safety rules for skate park be reviewed by Park Board.  Motion by Councilor Michalski, seconded by Councilor Huso to spend the $1 to purchase this equipment. Motion carried. 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Police Department Report – March.  
· Having a lot of trouble with high school kids so increasing presence at the high school.  Suicide prevention program through Carlton County Human Services being established and asking for police support and involvement in this.  Prescription drug drop off site to be located at Police Department for people to dispose of prescription drugs.  Moving of ATV trail – meetings with DOC to use service lane to reroute to trail.  All entities feel this is a good and safe route. Trail development guideline  has to be approved through the State before anything can be implemented.  Council requested a proposed map of the trail.  Chief Bogenholm states he has this and did explain the map to the Council. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

ADJOURN
Motion by Councilor Huso, seconded by Councilor Michalski to adjourn meeting.  Motion carried. 

Mark Vahlsing
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